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a resting ECG, in 7304 Framingham Heart Study subjects (3965 women; mean age 46 
years) who attended a routine examination and had no prior AF. Sex-specific Cox propor- 
tional hazards regression models were used to examine Me association of PR interval 
with risk of AF after adjusting for age, BMI, smoking, hypertension, diabetes, valve dis- 
ease, MI or CHF [time-dependent covariate]), presence of atrial premature beats and lef! 
ventricular hyperfrophy. 
Results: On follow up (mean 21 years), 624 subjects (290 women) developed AF. In 
multivariable models adjusting for established risk factors, a nonlinear relation was noted 
between PR intewal and risk of AF. Comparing subjects with short (co.12 set) and pro- 
longed PR intervals (>0.20 set) with those with a normal PR (0.12-0.20). a prolonged PR 
interval was associated with increased risk of AF in both sexes (Table). 
Conclusions: Contrary to previous reports, a prolonged PR interval is not a benign con- 
dition. It is associated with increased risk of AF, perhaps because it identifies subjects 
with nonuniform or delayed atrial conduction. 
PR Interval and Risk 01 lncldent AF 
category Men Women 
No. AF/ No. at Risk HR (95% Cl)’ No. AF/ No. at Risk HR (95% Cl) 
Normal PR 
Short PR 
Long PR 
313/3176 1 .O (Referent) 
6/60 1.9 (0.6-4.3) 
15/61 1.7 (1 .o-2.9) 
27613770 1 .O (Referent) 
6/l 76 1.2 (052.6) 
6/29 3.6 (1.7-7.6) 
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Karim, Robert Bchweikert, Eduardo Saad, Ktzystof Balaban, Patrick Tchou, Walid Saliba, 
Andrea Natale, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Background: Isolation of the pulmonary veins (PV) guided by the circular mapping is 
used for treatment of atrial fibrillation (AF). We compare success rates and long term fol- 
low-up in relation to patients age. Methods and Results: One hundred and sixty-six 
patients (135 men; mean age 53+/-H years) presented for focal mapping and ablation of 
paroxysmal (93 patients) persistent (25 patients) and permanent (46 patients) symptom- 
atic AF. All patients failed 3 +/- 0.9 antiarrhythmic drugs (AAD). Success rate and long- 
term follow-up ware assessed in three different age groups. 570 PVs were mapped and 
isolated using the circular mapping technique. The relative risk of recurrence was 2.5 fold 
higher in patients >= 50 years. 
Conclusion: Isolation of the PVs is an effective cure for atrial fibrillation. From our prelim- 
inary data younger patients (age <50 years) seems to benefit the most from PVs isolation 
for the treatment of AF. Moreover, in our series the younger patients experienced no 
major complications. Pulmonary veins isolation could be considered as first line therapy 
in this group of patients. 
Number of patients 
Age-z50 
Group 1 
57 (46/11) 
Age 50-60 
Group 2 
57(47/10) 
Age>60 
Group 3 
52(42/10) 
(M/F) 
Mean age (years) 
Duration (years) 
Left atrial size (cm) 
Follow-up 
Recurrence 
Controlled on AAD 
Tamponade 
Stroke 
41+/-a 
5+/-3 
4+/-0.3 
5.6+/-3.4 
7% (2/57) 
3.5% (2/57) 
0 
0 
55+/-2 
5+/-4 
4.2+/-0.4 
6+/-3.5 
23%(13/57) 
5% (3/57) 
0 
0 
65+/-4 
6+/-3 
4.3+/-0.5 
5.6+/-3.1 
17%(9/52) 
6%(4/57) 
4%(2) 
4% (2) 
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Scharf, Radmira Greenstein, Frank Pelosi, Jr., Bradley P. Knight, S. Adam Strickberger, 
Fred Morady, Univmity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Background: Radiofrequency (RF) catheter ablation of the pulmonary vein (PV) ostla 
using a segmental approach Is performed lo electrically disconnect the arrhythmogenic 
foci within the PV’s from the left atrium. Early recurrence of atriaf fibrillation (ERAF) within 
24 hrs after the ablation is occasionally encountered. The clinical significance of ERAF 
has not been evaluated. 
Objective: To determine the prevalence and clinical significance of ERAF after isolation 
of PVs in patients with paroxysmal or persistent atrial fibrillation (AF). 
Methods: PV isolation was performed in 51 men and 11 women (mean age t SD = 52 i 
11 years) who had paroxysmal or persistent AF for 6.2 f 5.6 years. One patient had 
ischemic hearl disease and 3 had noniachemic cardiomyopathy. AF was paroxysmal in 
54 and persistent in 6 patients. All PVs with PV potentials were targeted using activation 
mapping guided with a decapolar Lasso catheter positioned within 5mm of the ostium. 
Complete electrical isolation was determined by elimination of all high-frequency PV 
potentials. ERAF was defined as any episode of atrial fibrillation that occurred within 24 
hours after the ablation procedure. 
Results: In 49 patients. the left superior and inferior and right superior PVs (LSPV, LIPV, 
and RSPV) and in 13 patients, all 4 PVs were targeted. 01 the 196 Pv’s, 163 (95%) were 
completely isolated. In 46 of 62 patients (77%). all targeted PVs were completely iso- 
lated. ERAF occurred in 7 of 62 patients (11%). Among the 7 patients with ERAF, there 
was no significant difference in the Incidence of ERAF between patients who had com- 
plete (n=4) and incomplete (n=3) isolation of all targeted PVs (p=NS). After 55i42 days 
of follow-up, 3 of the 7 patients who had ERAF were free of AF, 1 had significant improve- 
ment in the frequency of symptoms and 3 had no improvement. The incidence of recur- 
rence of AF was similar in patients with ERAF who had complete (2 of 4) and incomplete 
(2 of 3) isolation. 
Conclusions: ERAF within 24 hours may not be predictive of the clinical outcome during 
the first several weeks of follow-up. This implies that ERAF may be caused by a transient 
phenomenon such as an acute inflammatory response. 
9:00 a.m. 
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Fibrillation in Patients With Impaired Left Ventricular 
Function 
Mro Perez-w, Nassir F. Marrouche, Walid Saliba, Christopher Cole, Ahmad 
Abdul-Karim, Robert Schweikett, David 0. Martin, Eduardo Saad. Thomas Dresing, 
Andrea Natale, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Background: Pulmonary veins (PVs) isolation for the treatment of atrial fibrillation (AF) 
has been well defined. The efficacy and safety of this approach in patients with impaired 
LV function (LVF) is lacking. In this study we describe the long-term success rates and 
follow-up of PVs isolation using the circular mapping technique in patients with impaired 
LVF. Methods and Results: Out of 182 patients (141 men; mean age 53+/-11 years) 
underwent focal mapping and ablation of AF 17 (9%) presented with impaired LVF (mean 
ejection fraction 38+/-7%, range 25-45%). Mean left atrial size and AF duration were 5+/- 
0.4 cm and 7+/-5 years, respectively. Ten patients had ischemic cardiomyopathy (CM), 3 
idiopathic CM, 3 valvular heart disease, and 1 hypertensive heart disease. All patients 
failed 4 +/- 0.9 antiarrhythmic drugs (AAD). 58 PVs were mapped and successfully 
ablated using circular mapping. After a mean follow-up of 5+/-2 months, 3 patients (17%) 
experienced recurrence of AF. Two are controlled on drugs and one underwent success- 
ful re-ablation. No PV stenosis (SO% narrowing) was seen in these patients. 
Conclusion: Isolation of the PV for the treatment of atrial fibrillation appeared effective 
and safe in patients with impaired LV function. In this preliminary experience, the 
response lo PV isolation of patients with LV dysfunction was similar to the rest of the pop 
ulation undergoing the procedure. 
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Chugh, Radmira Greenstein, Frank Pelosi, Jr., Bradley P. Knight, S. Adam Strickberger, 
Fred Morady, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Minnesota. 
Background: After electrical isolation of pulmonary veins (PVs), low-amplitude, low-fre- 
quency PV potentials may persist despite vigorous attempts at ablation. The purpose of 
this study is to determine tha prevalence end clinical significance of these potentials. 
Methods: In 51 men and 11 women (mean age f SD = 52 f 11 years) with atrial fibrilla- 
tion (duration = 6.2 f 5.6 years; 14 f 12 episodes per month), PV isolation was guided by 
identification of PV potentials recorded with a circular mapping catheter. AIrial fibrillation 
was paroxysmal in 54 and persistent in 6 patients. All PVs with fascicular PV potentials 
were targeted. Radiofrequency (RF) energy was delivered at the earliest activation site 
within 5mm of the ostium at a maximum temperature of 52’C and a power of 35W for 45 
sets. Complete isolation was defined as the elimination of high frequency PV potentials 
and / or dissociation of the electrical activity within a PV from the lefi atrium. Residual 
potentials ware defined as low-amplitude (c0.5mV) and low-frequency potentials that fol- 
